This folding bed had been a source of many difficulties. Mme Maillecottin could not fold it up by herself. On the other hand, it was too much in the way to remain open all day. So it had to be made before the children went to work. But by whom ? Mme Maillecottin did not fancy beginning her housework, properly speaking, until there was nobody around her to interfere with her own ideas and her innumerable comings and goings. She had no intention of shaking sheets and turning mattresses in a jostle of people dressing, washing, and eating. After many discussions and experiments it was at last agreed that before the younger boy went out, Isabelle should help him make his bed, and that in return he should help Isabelle make hers. But Isabelle would not let him touch her sheets, and her brother's assistance was limited to turning her mattress every four or five days.
There remained, therefore, only two beds with which Mme Maillecottin had to concern herself. She spent a good deal of time over them, letting the bed-clothes have a lengthy airing at the window, and she was sorry that the other two beds did not have the advantage of the same attention.
So far as shopping was concerned, she had allowed an extremely confused system to become established. In principle it was she who looked after it. But in fact she had little or nothing to do with it. In the morning, for example, she would remind her husband to bring back a litre of petrol and a litre of oil with him at noon, Isabelle was asked to think of sugar and coffee. Or in the evening, when the younger son came home, she would send him out again to do a round of shopping.
He was ready enough to do it, for most of the shops were situated on the Pkce des F£tes, and the Place des Fetes, at the end of summer days, as well as under the lights of winter, is one of the pleasantest places one could wish to see. There he met old comrades from the school in the tue du Pr6 j but he wasted only a few minutes with them. He came/back loaded with potatoes,, charcoal, a basket with six bottles of wine.

